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Item Price 
Non-declinable basic services fee $1,975 
Removal/transfer of remains to funeral home $285 
Embalming $695 
Other preparation of the body $225 
Use of facilities/staff for viewing $400 
Use of facilities/staff for funeral ceremony $495 
Use of a hearse $295 
Use of a service car/van $130 
Basic memorial printed package $150 
Metal Casket $2,395 
MEDIAN COST OF A FUNERAL $7,045 
Vault $1,298 
Total Cost of a Funeral with Vault 
 $8,343 
Cost of Funeral Services 
Breakdown of the typical costs: 
• grave space – $1,000 
• cost to dig the grave ( sometimes called the 
open/close fee) – $1,000 
• Headstone – $2,000 
• Grave Marker – $1,000 
 
Cemetery Fees  
2012 U.S. Cremation Rate: 43.2%  
– 2011: 42.0 
– 2010: 40.6% 
– 2009: 38.15% 
– 2008: 36.22% 
– 2007: 34.60% 
– 2006: 33.87% 
– 2005:32.13% 
– 2000: 26.17% 
– 1995: 21.11% 
– 1990: 17.13 
– 1985: 13.86 
– 1980: 9.72% 
– 1975: 6.55% 
– 1970: 4.59% 
– 1965: 3.87% 
– 1960: 3.56% 
 
Cremation Facts 
• Osteoporosis • Gynecological advancements • Paramedic training 
• Sinusitis • Urology • Drug delivery systems 
• Aneurysm repair techniques • Cardiovascular diseases • Surgical treatment of brain 
lesions 
• Treatment of damaged or 
diseased cartilage 
• Continuing medical/ surgical 
education 
• Life saving multi trauma and 
fracture repair 
• Minimally invasive 
surgical techniques 
• Knee, hip and shoulder 
reconstruction/replacement 
• Neurological conditions 
(Alzheimer’s and other 
conditions) 
• Arthritis • Nerve entrapment • Tumor resection/removal 
• Diabetes • TMJ treatments • Treatment of spinal disorders 
• Cancer • Scoliosis 
 
http://medcure.org/how-body-donors-help-
medical-science/ 
 
• Craniomaxillofacial 
reconstruction 
 
A few of the medical studies that body donations are helping now: 
 
Plastination 
Political Leaders on Display 
• 22,500 cemeteries in the USA 
• 90, 272 tons of steel caskets 
• 14,00 tons of steel vaults 
• 2,700 tons of copper and bronze 
• 1,636,000 tons of reinforced concrete 
vaults 
• 827,060 gallons of embalming fluid 
Environmental facts:  
• Eco-friendly burials, popular in the United Kingdom for years, are 
catching on elsewhere.  
• Low-impact offerings include natural fiber shrouds, fair-trade bamboo  
• Caskets lined with unbleached cotton  
• Biodegradable coffins made from recycled newspaper, wicker or other 
sustainable materials  
• Promession 
 
 
Bringhurst Funeral Home at West Laurel Hill Cemetery 
225 Belmont Avenue 
Bala Cynwyd PA 19004  
610-668-9900  
www.forever-care.com 
 
Eco-Friendly Burials 
